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MoDOT to Host Series of Open House Meetings

Submitted by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Editor

Poplar Bluff, Missouri - After years of work by local planning agencies and
transportation partners, Missourians are now asked to weigh in on a list of transportation
projects and improvements that could improve safety, create jobs, and boost Missouri's
economy.

The Missouri Department of Transportation has coordinated a series of open house
meetings to ask residents to take a look at the draft list of local priorities and share their
comments. The list a provision of Constitutional Amendment 7, an Aug. 5 ballot measure
to temporarily raise Missouri's sales tax by ¾ cent.

Members of the media are encouraged to attend a public meeting anytime during the
advertised hours to view the draft transportation improvements list and speak with key
regional transportation partners. No formal presentations will be made.

The entire public meeting schedule, the draft transportation improvement list, and an
online comment form are available at noon on June 13 at
www.modot.org/movingforward.

WHAT:       Open House Public Meeting to Gather Comments on Transportation
Improvement List
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WHEN:      Tuesday, June 17 from 4-7 p.m.

WHERE:   Poplar Bluff Chamber of Commerce, 111 W. Pine Street, Poplar Bluff, Mo.

WHO:        MoDOT Employees, Regional Planning Commission Representatives
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Amtrak Offers Discount on September Trips

Submitted by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Editor

United States - Thinking about a fall getaway? There's an Amtrk Station in Poplar Bluff,

https://showmetimes.com/Blogpost/ur7f/MoDOT-to-Host-Series-of-Open-House-Meetings
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fur7f%2FMoDOT-to-Host-Series-of-Open-House-Meetings
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fur7f%2FMoDOT-to-Host-Series-of-Open-House-Meetings&text=MoDOT+to+Host+Series+of+Open+House+Meetings
https://www.linkedin.com/cws/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fshowmetimes.com%2FBlogpost%2Fur7f%2FMoDOT-to-Host-Series-of-Open-House-Meetings
mailto:?subject=MoDOT to Host Series of Open House Meetings&body=https://showmetimes.com/Blogpost/ur7f/MoDOT-to-Host-Series-of-Open-House-Meetings
/blog.php?&PostId=ur7f&Single=1&Pdf=1
javascript:blogScrollToTop('body')


Missouri.  Amtrak has a special discount available. If you purchase your tickets during the
month of June, you can receive a 30 percent discount on travel during the month of
September. The discount is valid on two train services in Missouri: the Missouri River
Runner and the Lincoln Service.

The Missouri River Runner offers twice daily service between Kansas City and St. Louis.
The Lincoln Service provides four daily trains between St. Louis and Chicago.

The details on the 30 percent sale are as follows:

Terms and Conditions:

•        Sale Period:  June 1 - June 30, 2014

•        Travel Period:  September 2 - September 30, 2014

•        Blackout Dates:  None

•        Valid for Coach seats only; no accommodation upgrades permitted

•        Offer valid on the following trains only:  Missouri River Runner, Lincoln Service
and Heartland Flyer

•        Non-refundable (once ticketed); exchangeable prior to original travel date

•        Up to two children, ages 2-12 may accompany each adult at half fare

•        Must refer to Discount Code C318

For more information, visit http://www.amtrak.com/.
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County Officials Plea for Rate Cut for Noranda

Written by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Editor

Southeast Missouri - Elected officials from several counties have banded
together to support the much needed electricity rate reduction that Noranda
Aluminum plant has requested from Ameren Missouri.

A letter to the Public Service Commission signed by elected officials in several
counties was emailed to the ShowMe Times.  The letter is dated June 9, 2014
and is as follows:

-Elected County Officials of New Madrid, Dunklin, Pemiscot, Stoddard, Scott &
Butler Counties

Public Service Commission

200 Madison Street
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P.O. Box 360

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0360 

RE:  Closure of Noranda Aluminum Due to Increased Electric Rates

Dear Commissioners:

We, the Elected County Officials of New Madrid, Dunklin, Pemiscot, Stoddard, &
Butler Counties, write you today as a collective group to express our extreme
concern for the economic well-being of our communities should the unthinkable
event of the closure of Noranda Aluminum occur due to increased electric rates
charged by Ameren Missouri.

As it is certainly understandable that a company such as Noranda could not
survive an increase of $44 million over the six years for a single overhead item
such as electricity, we support the rate reduction requested by Noranda.  We
respect the heavy burden this decision places upon you as Public Service
Commissioners and request that you consider the disastrous effects to our region
that the closure of Noranda will cause in your deliberations. 

What we can say with certainty is the dire economic ramifications that the closure
of Noranda Aluminum would have on our region.  Noranda is not simply the
foundation for the economy of New Madrid County; it is in many ways the bedrock
to multiple sectors of the economy for this entire region. 

The loss of 900 high paying jobs with substantial benefits will cause irreparable
cascading damage to many business sectors that rely on both serving as vendors
for the supply and maintenance of he smelter as well as those businesses that
rely on the patronage of those employees of Noranda.

It is difficult to conceive of a business sector that will not be devastated by the
loss of these 900 high paying jobs with substantial benefits.  The housing market
will plummet in all counties, with the epicenter falling in New Madrid and
cascading across the surrounding counties.  The construction industry, including
hardware supply stores, carpenters, plumbers, and electricians, will suffer as 900
fewer high paying jobs means far less new home construction in the region.

The banking industry will suffer crushing numbers of defaults and home
foreclosures when these 900 families suddenly face the grim reality of having far
less or no income to pay their notes.  The list goes on and on….



The citizens of this region are a proud, resilient people.  They pride themselves
on working hard and being self-sufficient and self-sustaining.  The sad reality of
this situation is that should Noranda shutter its doors, no matter how determined
the people are, we will not recover.  This area and is its proud history will be
forever damaged and its people forever injured.  The socio-economic fabric of this
region will never be the same.

Therefore, we the Elected Officials of New Madrid, Dunklin, Pemiscot, Stoddard,
& Butler Counties implore you in your deliberations to consider the citizens of our
counties and the drastic effect your decision will have on each an every one of
their lives.

To preserve our regional economy and way of life, we respectfully request that
you grant Noranda Aluminum their request rate reduction.

                       RESPECTFULLY,

                       The Elected County Officials of New Madrid,

                       Dunklin, Stoddard, Scott, Pemiscot & Butler

Please note the letter is signed by every elected county official in the Bootheel (56
signatures) from New Madrid, Dunklin, Pemiscot, Stoddard, & Butler counties. 
There are only two elected officials who were unavailable at the meeting to sign
either due to illness or being out of town.
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Misssouri Conservation Dept Issues TURTLE ALERT

Submitted by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Editor

Missouri -  This is Murtle the Turtle and she was rescued nearly 65 years ago
from crossing a highway.  She currently resides with Jessica Loflin in Dexter,
Missouri. 

"My grandpa found her when he was a little boy and decided to keep her. Back
then turtles didn't have to dodge so many cars like they do now so we rescue and
help turtles cross the road as much as we can.  Murtle has been in our family for
all these years and she will probably outlive me.  My great granny Gier spoiled
her with scrambled eggs and fresh vegetables, but her favorite foods are
mealworms and strawberries."

Have you ever seen a turtle trying to cross a busy highway and wondered how
many die under the wheels of automobiles each year? Jeff Briggler has, and as
Missouri’s state herpetologist, the answer worries him.
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Briggler and other workers at the Missouri Department of Conservation have
made informal observations over the years, counting the number of dead turtles –
especially box turtles – on stretches of highway.

“We discovered that mortality rates are very high on high-traffic roads,” says
Briggler, “whereas mortalities are much lower on less-traveled roads.”

In just one day, Briggler counted 116 three-toed box turtles crossing Highway 63
between Jefferson City and Cabool. Of those, 104 had been hit by vehicles.

Turtles are struck by cars throughout the warm months, but they are at special
risk at this time of year, when they are moving around looking for mates and
establishing home ranges. Young males are most at risk. Comfort is a factor, too.
Like other reptiles, turtles are cold-blooded. Walking out onto warm asphalt and
basking in the morning sun feels good on cool spring days.

Box turtles live a long time, and females continue laying eggs for most of their
lives. They need lots of time to replace themselves, since snakes, raccoons,
opossums, and other nest predators eat most of their eggs. A low reproductive
rate was not a problem before roads crisscrossed their habitat. Animals that
continue laying eggs past 60 years of age have plenty of time to replace
themselves. But the unnatural mortality caused by speeding cars is a problem.

“Box turtles did not evolve amid thousands of miles of busy highway,” says
Briggler. “We don’t know very much about how highway mortality will affect their
long-term survival, but the implications of our casual observations are worrisome.
Animals with low reproductive potential usually cannot sustain the sort of
continuing mortality that we see on our roads.”

To help, Briggler suggests that motorists slow down when they see a turtle in the
road and check to be sure they can safely steer around it.

Briggler also is troubled by the too-common practice of capturing box turtles for
pets. He said the animals’ nutritional needs are not easy to meet in captivity, so
captive turtles are likely to die due to improper care. In most cases, that means
slow starvation.
He suggests keeping a turtle only for a day or two and then releasing it where it
was captured. He said this last condition is very important, since turtles are



intimately familiar with their home areas. If released in strange surroundings, they
have trouble finding food and may wander across roads trying to meet their daily
needs.

The three-toed box turtle is the species most often seen crossing roads in
Missouri. Primarily a woodland species, it is found everywhere but the extreme
northern part of Missouri. The ornate box turtle is found in all but the southeastern
corner of the state, but is more adapted to grassland and is most common in
western Missouri. Young males make up most of the travelers as they search for
territories of their own and for female turtles.

Three-toed box turtles have three toes on each hind foot, unless they have lost a
few appendages to predators or frostbite. Ornate box turtles usually have four
toes per hind foot. In keeping with their name, ornate box turtles also have more
vivid yellow stripes on a black background on the tops of their shells. The bottoms
of their shells typically have streaks of black on a yellow background.

For more information about box turtles, visit http://mdc.mo.gov/node/987.
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MO Dept of Conservation Leads Efforts to Protect Deer

Submitted by
Dee Loflin, SMT Manager/Editor

Missouri - The Conservation Commission voted to approve proposed amendments to
regulations regarding the operation of hunting preserves and wildlife breeding facilities
that hold white-tailed deer, mule deer, their hybrids, and other members of the deer
family, known as cervids. The changes would become part of the agency’s strategy to
minimize fatal disease risks to the state’s deer herd.

Actions recommended by the Commission include:

Banning the importation of live white-tailed deer, mule deer, and their hybrids from other
states.

Improving fencing requirements for captive-cervid facilities.

Requiring all deer 6 months or older that die in a Conservation Department-licensed
facility to be tested for CWD.

Establishing better record-keeping requirements for Conservation Department-licensed
captive-cervid operations.

Prohibiting any new captive-cervid facilities within 25 miles of where CWD has been
confirmed.

The proposed amendments are designed to ensure the health of Missouri’s entire deer
herd, which includes free-ranging and captive-cervids. These proposed amendments work
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to reduce the risk of this fatal disease (CWD) from spreading beyond the limited area
where it has been found, while minimizing the economic impact on the captive-cervid
industry and the communities and businesses that benefit from deer hunting and deer-
related activities.

CWD is a fatal disease that affects members of the deer family, collectively called
cervids. It is different and unrelated to the recent outbreak of hemorrhagic diseases. Those
diseases – blue tongue and epizootic hemorrhagic disease – are caused by viruses and are
often not fatal. Their effects are short-term and localized. However, hemorrhagic diseases
have been in Missouri for years, and white-tailed deer are adapted to cope with them.

Over 500,000 citizens enjoy deer hunting, sharing their hunting heritage and passing that
heritage on to future generations. Missourians consume millions of pounds of venison and
share with neighbors in need through the Share the Harvest Program. The spread of CWD
could negatively impact deer-dependent businesses that support more than 12,000
Missouri jobs and generate over $1 billion in economic activity annually.

Proposed changes to the Wildlife Code of Missouri would give white-tailed deer an extra
measure of protection against this fatal disease. The Missouri Department of Conservation
stresses that success depends on an informed, involved public.

Now that the Conservation Commission has approved proposed amendments to the
regulations, they will be published in the Missouri Register. There will be a 30-day public
comment period beginning July 16, and any comments on the proposed rule changes will
be forwarded to the Conservation Commission for its consideration. Those comments will
be reviewed prior to deciding whether the rules will be adopted, amended, or withdrawn.
To comment go to www.mdc.mo.gov/deerhealth.
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