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House and Senate Budget Leaders to Move Forward Cautiously with Budget Process

The House Budget Committee Chairman this week filed the appropriations bills that will
make up the Fiscal Year 2017 state operating budget. For the first time in several years,
the House Appropriations Committees and the House Budget Committee will begin their
budget work based on the governor’s spending recommendations. Budget Chairman Tom
Flanigan said the process will be a difficult one because the governor’s proposed budget
is inflated and based on unrealistic revenue projections.

“The governor has a budget based on numbers we think are unrealistic, which means we
will have our work cut out for us as we do our best to transform his proposal into a
fiscally responsible spending plan,” said Flanigan.

Flanigan said the governor’s refusal to abide by a true consensus revenue estimate will
force the legislature to use an abundance of caution in crafting the nearly $27 billion state
operating budget. House Budget Chairman Tom Flanigan and Senate Appropriations
Chairman Kurt Schaefer said the games played by the governor’s office have made it
nearly impossible to work toward a fiscally responsible budget based on realistic revenue
projections.

“As a legislature we want to be fiscally responsible stewards of taxpayer dollars, but it’s a
constant fight against a governor who continues to move the goal line any time it suits
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him,” said Flanigan.

House Committees Release Planned Parenthood Report; Chairs File Legislation

The Missouri House Committees on Children and Families and Ways and Means released
their report and legislative recommendations this week following the investigation into
the actions of Planned Parenthood in Missouri.

The investigation began following the mention of St. Louis’ Planned Parenthood facility
in a series of videos released last summer exposing the organization’s practices.
Committee chairs invited top Planned Parenthood officials from its St. Louis region to
testify on the organization’s procedures to no avail. As a result, the committees were
unable to confirm whether the practices occurred or did not occur in Missouri, and
committee leaders said measures stemming from the investigation would be proactive to
make certain practices seen in the videos do not occur in the state.

State Representatives Diane Franklin, Children and Families chair, and Andrew Koenig,
Ways and Means chair, outlined the investigation’s findings and steps forward to turn
gray areas in the state’s abortion laws and regulations black and white. Franklin has filed
four abortion bills stemming from the hearings with at least two more bills to come
concerning family planning funding prioritization and legislative oversight. Koenig has
introduced legislation regarding the abortion-to-disposal process for tracking and
reporting purposes.

The bills filed by Franklin and Koenig include:
·         HB 2068 that would prohibit a person from knowingly donating or making an
anatomical gift of the fetal organs or tissue resulting from an abortion to any person or
entity for medical, scientific, experimental, therapeutic, or any other use.
·         HB 2069 that would provide whistleblower protections for employees who work in
facilities that handle aborted fetal remains.
·         HB 2070 that would change the definition of "remains of a human fetus".
·         HB 2071 that would require all tissue removed at an abortion to be sent to a
pathologist rather than just a representative sample of tissue.
·         HB 2371 that would change the law regarding abortions.
“I look forward to moving these and other pieces of legislation to reform the abortion and
disposition processes in Missouri,” Franklin said. “The committee hearings were the
preliminary steps to taking action to protect and dignify innocent life in Missouri.”

Second Round of Ethics Reform Bills Headed to the Senate (HB 2166, HB 2203, HB
2226)



On the first day of the legislative session, House Speaker Todd Richardson called on the
Missouri House to make substantive ethics reform a top priority for the 2016 legislative
session. Just a few weeks later, the House had made good on his promise by approving
seven separate bills that take a multitude of steps to improve the culture at the state
Capitol.

This week the House gave overwhelming approval to HB 2166 to alleviate the undue
influence of lobbyists in Jefferson City by banning gifts and meals provided by lobbyists
to elected officials; HB 2203 to limit how long campaign funds can be invested and how
they can be used; and HB 2226 to prohibit task force and commission appointees from
profiting from the recommendations they make. All three bills now head to the Missouri
Senate for discussion.

The bills join four pieces of legislation already moving through the Senate. HB 1452
would require elected officials to file a personal financial disclosure twice each year.
Current law requires only a single disclosure each year. HB 1575 would require elected
officials to report lodging and travel expenses in a timely fashion. The bill requires the
expenses to be filed within 30 days of the reportable event. HB 1979 would require
elected officials to have a one-year “cooling off” period after leaving office before they
could become lobbyists. HB 1983 would make it clear that no statewide official or
member of the General Assembly can serve as a paid political consultant while in office.
All four bills have already received a public hearing in the Senate Rules, Joint Rules,
Resolutions, and Ethics Committee.

Helping Small Businesses to Grow and Prosper (HB 1870)

The House approved and sent to the Senate this week a piece of legislation meant to cut
the bureaucratic red tape that too often stifles the growth of small businesses in Missouri.
House members approved legislation to revive the Big Government Get Off My Back Act
for tax years 2016 through 2021.

The act originally ran from 2009 to 2014 and was instrumental in prohibiting new rules
and regulations on small businesses, as well as unnecessary fee increases. The act also
gives a $10,000 tax deduction for any small business, with 50 employees or less, that
hires additional employees and pays them at least the average county wage. In its final
year in 2014, the act provided tax relief to 196 small businesses throughout Missouri.
Proponents hope to provide assistance to even more businesses by reviving the program.
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