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Hello and thank you so much for reading this week's Capitol Report!!
 
This week has been incredibly busy for us. I sit in on Budget hearings nearly every
available moment, as we are still working very hard on the proposed budget cuts and the
current budget shortages.  I do want to make it very clear there will be cuts somewhere in
the budget, however I am advocating for cuts to areas that will impact as least as possible
those who cannot care for themselves.  I am talking daily with individuals from our
district that are watching numbers and the projected impact of various proposals. I truly
want the outcome to be one which is right for Missouri and the people of the 151st
district.
 
There are quite a few pieces of legislation beginning to hit the floor as well as in the
various committees. My Utilities Committee has been hearing a significant amount of
testimony. I have a lot of reading to do this weekend over these bills!  The Employment
Securities Committee also heard more testimony this week on Workers Compensation;
the Department of Labor presented a very informative presentation to us about what
happens with a claim after it is filed.
 
Tuesday evening I presented House Bill 174 to the Children's and Families Committee. 
This bill will put into place protections for Alternative to Abortion agencies.  I feel these
protections are very much required by the recent actions taken place by the city council in
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St. Louis.  This bill will provide employers and the agencies working from a faith based
view the protections they need.  I am very grateful to the Catholic Arch Diocese for the
support they are giving to me on this bill.  The services that these agencies offer are an
incredible resource and are very important to pregnant women who want to carry their
unborn children to term. They range from providing a place for the woman (and
child/children) to live, transportation to and from medical appointments, food, clothing
and much more.
 
On Wednesday afternoon, House Bills 226 and 405 were both voted out of Health and
Mental Health Committee.  House Bill 226 deals with provisions related to Emergency
Medical Services and treatments.  It will allow a pathway for EMTs to administer the
emergency medication of a patient with a rare disorder who carries the emergency
medication on their person. With such disorders, the medication must be administered as
quickly as possible; without it, the patient will die or suffer long term consequences. 
House Bill 405 clarifies some confusion in current statute as it relates to hospice patients. 
The clarification will state that patients under the care of a licensed hospice agency, no
death investigation will be required if the death certificate is signed by the hospice
physician and will require the coroner to be notified via written communication within 24
hours of the death.
 
I am staying an extra day in Jefferson City this week due to the first board meeting I will
attend for ACT-MO.  I was recently selected to serve on the Executive Board and am
excited to begin!  ACT-MO is a group focused on drug prevention and education.  I am
looking forward to working with this group and hopefully assisting to decrease the drug
addictions in our state.
 
I hope everyone had a wonderful Valentine's Day this week!!  I look forward to updating
you more next week!
 
Until then,
 
Tila
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The Right Recipient
February 17, 2017
 
In 2012, then President Obama signed into law the Middle Class Tax Relief and Job
Creation Act. While this legislation prevented a scheduled tax increase on millions of
middle class families, it also rightfully authorized states across the country to begin drug
testing applicants for Unemployment Insurance benefits. Simply put, prioritizing help to
those who are doing everything they can to get back to work and to get off of government
assistance is not only a right, but a responsibility of your government in its obligation to
be good stewards of valuable taxpayer resources. This important section of the law was
authored by the Republican controlled House of Representatives, then signed by President
Obama, and it overturned an earlier regulation that banned states from drug testing
applicants for unemployment assistance.
 
Unfortunately, soon after this new law hit the books – the same Obama White House that
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signed it started working behind the scenes, around Congress and behind the backs of the
American people to circumvent it. They wrote rules and regulations out of the Department
of Labor narrowly defining how, when, where and under what circumstances states may
actually test for drug usage among applicants - all but nullifying the law a bipartisan
Congress had passed and President Obama had himself signed. So when states like
Wisconsin, Texas and others passed laws requiring the testing of Unemployment
Insurance recipients for drug usage – they were unable to enforce them due to delays,
obstructions and regulations from the Obama instructed Department of Labor.
 
It is your hard earned tax dollars that are used to fund government and all its programs –
as such your government has a fiduciary responsibility to you that it will be good stewards
of those resources. Unfortunately we have a federal government that has grown too big,
taxes too high and spends too much of your tax dollars on government programs stricken
with widespread fraud and abuse. It is one of the reasons I will continue to advocate for a
government that takes less and allows the American people to keep more.  As such I have
long advocated for things like drug testing and work or job training requirements for those
seeking welfare support or unemployment assistance. In 2011, I helped co-author and
support Missouri State House Bill 73 which required Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families (TANF) recipients be tested for illegal drug use. That bill garnered support from
both Democrats and Republicans because making sure taxpayer resources aren’t used to
support individuals who are using those same dollars on illicit and illegal drugs just
makes sense.
 
This week, with my support the House of Representatives passed a resolution to overturn
the regulations used by the Obama White House which were preventing states from
testing Unemployment Insurance recipients for drug usage. Our actions this week were to
roll back and undo President Obama’s unfaithful execution of that 2012 law and to give
states like Missouri the right to make sure hard working taxpayer dollars only go to
deserving citizens. These are the type of common sense policies which make sense for
thousands of private sector employers handing out a weekly paycheck and should as well
for your federal government. Too many politicians and bureaucrats forget that it is their
responsibility to protect and defend valuable taxpayer resources. As I continue to look for
ways to cut the size and scope of your government while reducing fraud and waste, I am
glad that I am joined by a President in the White House who shares the same vision of
stamping out the abuse rampant throughout all levels of government.

LAST UPDATED ON FEBRUARY 17TH 2017 BY DEE LOFLIN



https://showmetimes.com/Blogpost/v6p1/Congressman-Jason-Smiths-Capitol-Report--Friday-February-17-
2017

Go to post

     

More from ShowMe Times:

TOP

Last Minute Location Change for Smith's Mobile
Office
FEBRUARY 13TH 2017 BY DEE LOFLIN

Last Minute Location Change for Smith's Mobile Office

Rep. Jason Smith’s Mobile Office to Visit Stoddard County - Change of Location
 
Dexter, Missouri - Congressman Jason Smith's mobile office will be in Dexter on
Thursday, February 16th. The office, staffed by a member of the Congressman's district
staff allows area residents a chance to discuss their problems and concerns which are then
relayed directly to the Congressman for action.
 
WHO:             Representative Jason Smith’s Staff
 
WHAT:          Mobile Office in Stoddard County
 
WHEN:         Thursday, February 16, 2017
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                       1:00pm to 2:00pm
 
WHERE:       City of Dexter Municipal Building
                        119 Vine St
                        Dexter, MO 63841
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Jason Smith's Mobile Office to be in Dexter

Rep. Jason Smith’s Mobile Office to Visit Stoddard County
 
Dexter, Missouri -  Congressman Jason Smith's mobile office will be in Dexter on
Thursday, February 16th. The office, staffed by a member of the Congressman's district
staff allows area residents a chance to discuss their problems and concerns which are then
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relayed directly to the Congressman for action.
 
WHO:             Representative Jason Smith’s Staff
 
WHAT:          Mobile Office in Stoddard County
 
WHEN:         Thursday, February 16, 2017
                       1:00pm to 2:00pm
 
WHERE:       The Dexter Senior Center
                        23 West Stoddard Street
                        Dexter, MO 63841
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Sen. Doug Libla Named Chairman of Senate Small Business Committee

Jefferson City, Missouri -  Senate President Pro Tem Ron Richard, R-Joplin, announced
Sen. Doug Libla, R-Poplar Bluff, will serve as Chairman of the Senate Small Business
and Industry Committee during the 99th General Assembly.
 
“It is an honor to have been named Chairman of the Small Business and Industry
Committee,” Sen. Libla said. “I look forward to working with committee members to
ensure the passage of meaningful legislation. Remember, if there is a bill that you are
passionate about, the best way to make a difference is by visiting your State Capitol and
testifying at the committee hearing.”
 
The committee shall consider and report upon bills and matters referred to it relating to
the ownership and operation of small businesses. The committee shall also debate, study,
and hear public testimony on legislation relating to labor management, fair employment
standards, worker’s compensation and employment security within the state and shall
examine legislation relating to industrial development.
 
Several key issues are expected to be brought before the committee, such as workforce
and economic development, tort reform, and unemployment insurance. “I recognize the
importance of these issues to every Missourian,” Sen. Libla said. “Missouri faces a
number of economic challenges, with job creation and retention being at the top of the
list. We need high-quality and high-paying jobs that empower workers to have a positive
impact on the communities where they live, both economically and as leaders contributing
to the overall quality of life.”
 
Senator Libla was re-elected to a second term in the Missouri Senate last November. He
proudly serves the counties of Butler, Carter, Dunklin, Mississippi, New Madrid,
Pemiscot, Shannon and Stoddard. In addition to his new duties as chair of the Small
Business and Industry Committee, Sen. Libla will serve as vice-chairman of the General
Laws Committee.
 
To view a full list of Sen. Libla’s committee assignments and sponsored legislation, visit
his official Senate website at www.senate.mo.gov/libla.
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