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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR VAN BUREN AND CARTER COUNTY
CITIZENS REGARDING THE FLOOD OF MAY 2017.
 
On Thursday, June 7th, a meeting was held in Jefferson City between State Emergency
Management Agency (SEMA), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA),
and Carter County officials: Presiding Commissioner Donald Black, Sheriff Rick
Stephens and County Clerk Leona Stephens.  Also in attendance and joining in on the
discussion were Rep. Steve Cookson, Mr. Bennie Cook representing Congressman Jason
Smith’s office and me.
 
The focus of the meeting was to get clarity on the recovery and rebuilding of the Carter
County Justice Center, The Sheriff’s office and the courthouse. It has been clear that the
Justice Center and the Sheriff’s office need to be replaced and relocated.  Many citizens
have indicated their desire to keep the courthouse at its original location.
 
Carter County officials have been under the impression, through written and verbal
communications with FEMA, that the process to approve the rebuilding of the Justice
Center and Sheriff’s office and to start the repair of the courthouse would be forthcoming
soon.
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It became apparent at this meeting, there is still a lot of work to be done by our county
officials in providing even more information and studies to FEMA (in all fairness to the
FEMA staff, federal law has to be followed). This meeting became very contentious when
discussing the courthouse restoration, but the Carter County officials did a wonderful job
in negotiating.
 
At NO fault of the Carter County officials, this is, and has been, a very complex
undertaking with government red tape. Complying with and following FEMA instructions
has been very difficult and sometimes the communications were not clear, which has
resulted in misinformation received from FEMA.
 
Bottom Line: The work of Commissioner Donald Black, Sheriff Rick Stephens, Clerk
Leona Stephens and many other Carter County citizens and officials has been amazing
through this whole tragedy.
 
This work is NOT over. To keep the courthouse at its present location will take everybody
pulling together.
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Smith Proposal to Protect Homes & Property near Mississippi River Passes U.S. House

Washington, D.C. - The U.S. House of Representatives passed the Water Resources and
Development Act (WRDA) of 2018 on Wednesday with Congressman Jason Smith’s
(MO-08) amendment included to protect Missouri homes and farmland residing along the
Mississippi River.
 
“The 2011 Army Corps activation of the Birds Point Levee was one the darkest days for
the families and farmers residing along the river. What’s worse, it took the Corps eighteen
months to return the levees back to their original design. That is absolutely unacceptable,”
said Congressman Smith. “The people of Southeast Missouri are resilient and did their
best to pick up the pieces and return to their lives, but it must never happen again. My
amendment makes clear the Army Corps cannot activate any floodway unless they are
prepared to restore it quickly. Simply put, a levee should never even be a candidate for
activation unless there is quick and clear plan to restore it. That wasn’t the case back then,
but it will be now.”
 
In 2011 the Mississippi River experienced historic flooding and the Army Corps of
Engineers detonated the Birds Point levee in Southeast Missouri. 130,000 acres of land in
Southeast Missouri were flooded, destroying homes, farmland, and communities.
 
Wednesday the U.S. House of Representatives passed the water resources bill with
Congressman Smith’s amendment included, requiring the prompt restoration and
rebuilding for any levee damaged by the Army Corps of Engineers. It was the latest
example of Congressman Smith intervening with the Army Corps to better protect
Missourians from flooding.
 
In December of 2015 constant rainfall caused the Mississippi River waters to quickly rise.
Congressman Smith organized public meetings with the Army Corps so southeast
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Missourians could address their concerns directly to the Corps and ensure the levee
wouldn’t be activated again.
 
In October last year, Congressman Smith convinced the St. Louis Corps of Engineers to
reverse their previous decision and fund a study on the cause of frequent flooding along
Joachin Creek in De Soto.
 
Recently in March, Congressman Smith discussed the importance of advancing
transportation on the Mississippi River with other federal elected officials and river
industry leaders, urging modernizing and maintaining the system to protect residents.
 
“Many of these systems have fallen into disrepair and neglect, but fortunately President
Trump understands how important it is to rebuild the nation’s infrastructure to support a
growing economy,” said Congressman Smith.
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Swearing in of New MO Governor Mike Parson

Blunt Statement on the Swearing-In  of Missouri Governor Mike Parson

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senator Roy Blunt (Mo.) released the following statement today
after Mike Parson was sworn in as governor of Missouri:

“Mike Parson became Sheriff of Polk County the same week I became the President of
Southwest Baptist University in Bolivar in 1993. We have been good friends since then.
As a county official, an effective state legislator, and Lieutenant Governor, he understands
our state in ways that few people do. He will be a great governor and I look forward to
helping him in any way I can.”
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Smith Introduces Bill to Permanently Protect American Families

Smith Introduces Bill to Permanently Protect American Families
Bill, H.R. 5903, will make permanent new expanded per Child Tax Credit
 
WASHINGTON, DC  - Today, Congressman Jason Smith, a Member of the U.S. House
of Representatives Committee on Ways & Means, responsible for all federal taxation
policy, introduced H.R. 5903, the Permanent Tax Relief for Working Families Act. The
legislation would make permanent the new and expanded per Child Tax Credit
established under the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act.
 
Upon introduction Congressman Smith remarked, “The old tax code punished working
families for doing just that, being families. Becoming a parent is the most important job a
mother or father will ever have and our tax code should recognize that, not make millions
of Americans choose between starting a family or remaining in the workforce. The Child
Tax Credit is an important component of allowing growing families or families just
starting out a chance to save a little more, invest a little more and recoup some of the
financial hardship which can often accompany the joys of having a family. ”  
 
Before the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act, the per Child Tax Credit was only available to certain
qualifying families and worth up to $1,000. The new Tax Cuts & Jobs Act, co-authored
by Congressman Smith and signed into law by President Trump in December, expanded
the credit to $2,000 per child with a valid social security number, increased refundability
levels of the credit for low income families and increased phase-out levels so more
families could access the credit. In crafting the new law and advocating for the more
beneficial child credit, Smith met and worked with President Trump’s daughter, Ivanka
Trump, who has served as a champion of working families and was a strong proponent of
the credit doubling. Rep. Smith and First Daughter Ivanka also worked to maintain
important pro family tax provisions such as the Child and Dependent Care Credit to help
with the cost of child care expenses and the allowance of pre-tax dollars to be used for
dependent care.
 
While the initial U.S. House of Representatives version of the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act made
the new enhanced Child Tax Credit permanent, U.S. Senate filibuster rules prevented



permanency. As a result, the Tax Cuts & Jobs Act was only able to double the credit’s
value for the next several years, expiring in the near future. Smith’s bill would provide
certainty to taxpayers who are trying to plan for their family and lives by making
permanent the new expanded per Child Tax Credit. Specifically, Smith’s bill would make
permanent the doubling of the credit’s value to $2,000 along with new refundability and
phase-out levels.
 
“With its lower rates, doubling of the standard deduction and doubling of the per Child
Tax Credit, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act was a huge win for the families of southern
Missouri,” remarked Smith. He continued, “It is now up to us to provide them with the
certainty that these new rates and especially the per child credit will be there for them in
the future as they plan for their lives. With adjusted withholding kicking in, the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act has put more money in Missourians pockets – I have seen it first hand from
the farmers, business owners and families I have met with. Now, as those same
individuals plan for what is next in their lives or for their farm or business, we must
provide them with the certainty that those savings will continue well into the future,”
Smith concluded.
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Congressman Jason Smith's Capitol Report - Valuing Life

Congressman Smith Capitol Report
Valuing Life
June 1, 2018
 
Protecting innocent life. Whether just conceived or on your death bed, innocent life is
something we must never stop fighting to defend. In the last two weeks some of the
biggest strides in the fight to protect life have taken place, thanks in large part to a
President who values the need to protect those who can’t fight for themselves.
 
Announced on May 18, President Trump’s “Protect Life Rule” ensures that any federal
family planning money (your tax dollars!) will be directed AWAY from centers which
provide abortion services and instead diverted to pro-life maternal support facilities like
the Rolla Pregnancy Resource Center, Birthright of Cape Girardeau, the Options for
Women (Center for Life) in Ste. Genevieve and Perryville, and so many more important
pro-life centers around Missouri. Cutting off federal dollars for facilities which provide
abortion services has been a consistent and meaningful fight of mine, unfortunately our
efforts were always stymied by a broken United States Senate, subject to rule of the
minority with its filibuster tactics. The hardworking family first folks of Missouri don’t
deserve to have their taxpayer dollars used to perform abortion services or support
facilities which offer such options to expectant mothers. Cutting off federal funding for
abortion providers was something started by President Reagan, upheld by the United
States Supreme Court and is now finally being carried out by President Trump.
 
This week, President Trump also signed into law the “Right to Try Act”, legislation I
supported in Congress which will give terminally ill patients the right to fight for life.
Many terminally ill patients and their doctors know there are drugs and treatments for
their diseases which may soon hit the market, but are still a few years away from final
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Food & Drug Administration (FDA) approval. Unfortunately, in many instances those are
precious years these patients don’t have. Bureaucratic red tape shouldn’t stand in their
family’s way of doing everything they can to save their loved one.  Every year over 1
million Americans die from terminal illnesses, the Right to Try Act will allow patients
like these a chance to fight back and a new resource in their fight for life. Specifically the
new law will allow terminally ill patients to access drugs which have undergone the
FDA’s Phase I of safety testing, but are not yet through the final approval process. This is
important new access to medicines which in many cases will save lives. Bureaucracy
should never thwart innovation which can save lives.
 
Beyond the beginning and end of life, we have also taken important steps to protect
innocent life from deadly Pediatric Cancers which rob children of their futures. Last
week, Congress passed The Childhood Cancer Survivorship, Treatment, Access and
Research Act. This important piece of legislation established grants to support Pediatric
Cancer research aimed at getting a better understanding of cancers impacting children and
the effects of different treatment on those cancers. With better information we can make
sure these children are getting better care which will yield better life saving results.  
 
While the first 18 months of President Trump have generated great economic and security
successes such as the removal of over 1000 bureaucratic federal regulations, massive tax
relief, greater border security and the decimation of the ISIS terrorist network, it is also
important to not overlook the significant advances which have been made in the most
important area of all, the fight for life. Formally implementing a ban on federal dollars to
abortion service providers, appointing conservative pro-life judges like Neil Gorsuch,
giving terminally ill patients access to medications which will save lives, and enhancing
support for childhood cancer research are life changing victories for millions of
Americans today and those not yet born. Our fight isn’t over, but with so many
advancements I am excited for what the future holds in our battle for the right to life.    
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