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Matthew 14:22-33

Have you ever taken arisk in your obedience to God? Perhaps He' s given you an assignment
that strikes you as beyond your abilities. Demonstrating faith in God may appear to be risky
business, but it’s actually the safest thing to do. Furthermore, it’s the way the Lord expects His
followersto live.

Can you imagine what the other disciples thought when Peter stepped out of the boat? It seemed
like a crazy thing to do, yet Peter trusted that Jesus would keep him from sinking into the raging
water.

And Peter did a pretty good job of walking on the water until he took his eyes off Jesus. Aslong
as histotal focus was on Christ, he wasfine. Y et when he allowed himself to be distracted by
human fears, he fell deep into trouble—literally!

This demonstrates an important principle: When doubts prevent us from obeying God, we are
doomed to failure. But when we step out in faith, God always assumes full responsibility for the
conseguences of our obedience.
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The story of Peter’swalk on the sea teaches us three things.

» God will lead usinto challenging situations that call usto walk by faith.
* Christ stands ready to rescue us when we cry out to Him.
* The Spirit of God will never let usfall beyond His reach.

Areyou facing a situation that requires full trust in the Lord as you step out in obedience to
Him? Thereal risk liesin your temptation not to obey Him. Keep your eyes on the heavenly
Father, and He'll see you safely to the other side.
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