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Matthew 9:36-38

Throughout the Gospels, a phrase commonly used of the Lord is “He felt compassion” (Matt.
9:36). These words describe what Jesus often experienced when He encountered people in a
helpless condition: He was moved to alleviate their suffering. 

Man’s greatest suffering is due to alienation from the Lord because of sin. Even though many
people don’t realize it, they are enemies of God and can do nothing to make themselves right
with Him. Thankfully, Jesus felt compassion for us and reached down to save us; otherwise, we
would all be doomed to the everlasting punishment of separation from God’s presence. Yet
often we fail to show that same compassion for the lost all around us. Like the Pharisees, we
may avoid people because their behavior is sinful, but God desires that we show them
kindheartedness rather than withdraw into religious isolation.

Jesus pictured the multitude of lost people as sheep without a shepherd and a field ripe for
harvest. All that’s needed is for the Lord to send workers into His harvest, and that’s exactly
what Jesus did when He said, “As the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21).

There are multiple ways to show Christ’s compassion to those who are suffering physically,
financially, or emotionally, and we should do what we can to help. However, temporal suffering
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is minuscule compared to what awaits the unbeliever eternally. That’s why the most
compassionate thing we can do is to make people aware of their helpless condition before God
and share the gospel of salvation in Jesus Christ.
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