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Proverbs 2:1-7

Psychologists refer to a phenomenon known as dissociation to describe a mental state in which
someone inhabits two worlds simultaneously. Many of us might have experienced this in its
mildest form while driving. Our thoughts drift, and we fly right by our exit, traveling many
miles before we recognize our mistake.

As Christians, we sometimes suffer from spiritual dissociation. With good intentions, we open
our Bibles and begin reading only to realize several verses later that we have no idea what we
just read. Although God was speaking, we failed to hear His voice. Usually, this situation can be
easily remedied by rereading with focused concentration, but there are other times when we fail
to hear God for more serious reasons.

Sometimes an inability to hear the Lord is simply the result of spiritual immaturity, but it could
also indicate a perilous state of spiritual indifference or, worse still, rebellion. In that state, we
run the risk of becoming like the man who hardens his neck after much reproof and is suddenly
broken beyond remedy (Prov. 29:1).

Let’s not make it difficult for God to get through to us. He’s a loving Father who keeps
speaking in order to turn us away from evil and direct us back to Himself. His goal is to
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transform us from stubborn children needing firm control to mature followers who can be
counseled merely by a word or a nudge from Him. The more receptive we become to His
instructions, the more we’ll experience His lovingkindness and the joy of obedience and
righteousness.
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