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Proverbs 4:10-27

Sometimes life seems like a confusing maze of options, and we don’t know which path to
choose. What we need is God’s wisdom to guide us. Our first source for insight is His Word,
but that is not the end. With scriptural principles as our foundation, God provides other
opportunities that can help us grow in wisdom.

Discernment. Instead of blindly accepting cultural ideas, we should compare what we hear and
see around us with what God has said in His Word. Then we’ll recognize evil and deception and
have the wisdom to avoid that path.

Observation. By noticing actions of godly and ungodly people, we gain wisdom. As we
observe their mistakes and successes, as well as our own past, we learn the blessings of
obedience and the consequences of wrongdoing.

Godly counsel. The Lord will sometimes use other people to give direction for our life (Prov.
12:15). Whether they speak encouragement or correction, we can trust their advice when it lines
up with Scripture and is confirmed by the leading of the Holy Spirit.
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Wise Associates. There’s great benefit in spending time with those who know the Lord and
routinely respond in a godly manner (Prov. 13:20). Before developing close relationships, we
should learn what people value. As we recognize which individuals reflect wisdom in thought
and deed, we can cultivate a relationship with them and emulate their discerning ways.

God wants us to pay attention to what we see and hear—and to be deliberate in our choice of
companions. Wisdom isn’t just having the right information; it’s an ability to perceive between
right and wrong, good and best.
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