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Daily Devotional - Thursday, August 2, 2018 - Our God of Mercy

Psalm 145:8-21

God isn’t stingy with mercy. The sunshine you enjoy on a beautiful day also warms everyone
else in your area. Good health, jobs, education, families, and friends are all the result of God’s
mercy over His creation. Even those who don’t recognize or thank Him for His goodness are
recipients of it. However, His universal mercy is only temporal and cannot save anyone
eternally.

There’s a limit to God’s mercy because it cannot contradict His other attributes—like holiness,
righteousness, and justice. Sin must be punished in order for God to remain just. And without
justice, mercy and forgiveness would be meaningless. This dilemma was the reason Jesus Christ
came to earth to die: He satisfied God’s justice by bearing the penalty for our sins.

Although God offers the mercy of salvation to all through the gospel of Jesus Christ, only those
who accept Him by faith receive it. Yet so many think lightly of divine kindness, tolerance, and
patience; they fail to realize that these blessings should draw them to repentance (Rom. 2:4).
These people trample underfoot His mercy and continue on their merry way, oblivious to the
fact that justice, not mercy, awaits them in eternity.
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Even believers can abuse God’s plentiful mercy by engaging in deliberate sin while telling
themselves, “He’ll forgive me.” But as the ones who are redeemed and given eternal life, we
should be overwhelmed with love and gratitude for what Christ did. Giving up the heavenly
rights, authority, and comforts due the sinless Son of God, Jesus came and suffered divine
justice for our sins so we could receive His Father’s mercy.
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