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John 15:12-17

Good friends are hard to find, and our busy schedules don’t help. Many people
don’t make time to cultivate meaningful friendships—are you possibly among
their number? If so, notice how Jesus prioritized time with His friends. He lived
closely with His disciples for three years and proved to be not only their Lord and
Savior but also the best friend they’d ever had.

Unlike the disciples, we’ve never physically walked with Jesus, but this doesn’t exclude us from
His friendship. First 1 Peter 1:8 says, “And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and
though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible
and full of glory.”

Every person who trusts in Christ becomes His friend, and the ultimate proof of His unwavering
love is that He laid down His life for whoever would believe. Without the Savior’s amazing act
of self-sacrifice, His disciples—along with every one of His followers since then—would have
been eternally lost and separated from the Lord forever.

Although Jesus is a unique friend unlike any other, we can learn much about friendship from
His example. He tells us to love one another as He has loved us, and His is a self-sacrificing
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love that does what’s best for the other person. Jesus was open and honest with His friends,
making known to them all that the Father had told Him.

What a comfort to know that though others may disappoint and abandon us, Christ always
remains a faithful, patient, and loving friend. And as we seek to emulate and obey Him, we will
become that same kind of friend to others.
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