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2 Timothy 1:8-14

We usually think of influential people as those who have authority, position, or power in the
world, but in reality, we all have influence to one degree or another. The term describes the
capacity to have an effect on someone else’s character, development, or behavior.

This is exactly what Christ has called believers to do by proclaiming the gospel and
encouraging one another in the faith. However, in order to have a godly impact on others, we
must first be convinced that the Bible is true. Then as we grow in knowledge of the truth, we
can help others know Jesus, understand scriptural principles, and live obediently by them.

Paul advised Timothy to “retain the standard of sound words” in the faith (2 Timothy 1:13), and
these same truths have been delivered to us.

1. The Bible is the inspired, infallible Word of God. There are no mistakes in it, and it is
wholly true (2 Timothy 3:16; John 17:17).

2. There is one God, and He exists in three persons. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
are all members of the triune Godhead (Matt. 28:19).
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3. Eternal life is received only through faith in Jesus. Salvation cannot be earned by good
works (John 14:6; Eph. 2:8-9).

4. Jesus will one day return for those who believe in Him, and He’ll take them to heaven (
John 14:2-3). But unbelievers will remain under divine wrath.

As the culture around us becomes more resistant to Christian influence, holding to these
convictions will require solid commitment and steady courage. So determine not to let
compromise steal your godly influence.
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