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John 15:7-17

When Jesus gave the disciples His final instructions before going to the cross, He
repeated a particular word. Abide—which occurs 10 times in John 15—isn’t one
we use often, but it accurately conveys the relationship between Christ and His
followers.

Abide means “to remain, dwell, continue, endure, or tarry.” Can you hear the call to faithfulness
in these words? Our relationship with Jesus isn’t a onetime event of salvation but a long and
steady walk with Him.

Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15:5). This is a fact for everyone who
has been born again. But He also tells us to abide in Him (John 15:4), signifying that we have
some responsibility as branches in Christ. Therefore, it’s essential that we know how to remain
in Him.

Jesus says to let His words abide in us (John 15:7). Incorporating God’s Word into our minds
and hearts is how we dwell with Him and learn to know Him intimately.
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Obedience is another essential aspect of abiding (John 15:10). It’s like being an employee
who obeys his manager’s instructions and does not take matters into his own hands. We are to
rely on the Spirit’s direction instead of strategizing and making plans on our own.

Abiding in Christ also includes our relationships with fellow believers. Jesus commands us
to love one another just as He has loved us (John 15:12).

God’s desire is that we bear much lasting fruit by abiding in Christ. This isn’t a sporadic
endeavor done only when convenient; it’s an enduring commitment to remain in God’s Word
and continue in obedience and love.
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