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James 3:1-12 FRIDAY

Have you ever considered what a wonderful gift speech is? When God created us, 14
He gave us a voice and alanguage so we could communicate. With our tongues we

can praise and glorify God, teach His Word, pray, and express encouragement and

loving devotion to one another.

However, our voices also have the power to hurt. It often starts with something small, like a
thoughtless comment that can snowball, causing unforeseen damage. At times we may express
our opinion in acritical way, which tears the other person down. Or out of curiosity, we might
ask a question or make a suggestion that sows seeds of doubt and distrust, thereby damaging
another person’ s reputation.

Scripture calls this gossip, and God has strong words to say about those who engage in it. They
separate close friends, betray confidences, and stir dissension. Most alarming of al isthe fact
that the Greek word for amalicious gossip is diabolos, which is also translated “ devil.” When
we use our words to tear others down, we are acting like the devil rather than like Jesus Christ.

God takes our words very seriously, and so should we. Jesus said, “The mouth speaks out of
that which fillsthe heart” (Matt. 12:34). Therefore, what we need is a heart transformation, and
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the only one who can do that is God.

Since gossip is the opposite of love, ask the Lord to give you His love for others so you can be
someone Who protects reputations, covers sins, and blesses others with your words.
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