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Romans 12:9-13

There’s something in human nature that resists having to lean on others for support. In fact,
since its very beginnings, our country has been known for an independent spirit and self-
sufficiency. But what may be considered beneficial in a national culture is not what Christ
advocates for His church. Although we are each saved individually, the Lord doesn’t intend for
us to live as if we’re on an island—set apart to ourselves. We are called the body of Christ, and
as such, our lives are meant to touch, intersect, and connect with other believers in a local
church.

The various ways we support one another are summarized in today’s passage, and they cover a
large range of experiences, from rejoicing to suffering. No matter where we find ourselves on
this spectrum, God calls us to be devoted to one another through service, prayer, and hospitality.
Paul also specifies the attitudes we should have as we care for each other: sincere love,
unselfishness, honor, diligence, and eagerness.

As you can see, the church is a place for participants, not spectators. Yet many Christians today
think this kind of involvement in others’ lives is too costly. So they come on Sunday, stand to
sing, sit to listen, and walk out to get back to their own lives. The term “spectator Christian”
doesn’t apply only to those who deliberately avoid going to church. In fact, many churches are
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filled with observant attendees who sit in the pews each week but never touch a fellow
believer’s life. What about you? Are you a spectator seeking what you can get or a participant
looking for ways to give to someone else?
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