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Bernie Parents as Teachers Program Receives Grant
JULY 26TH 2019 BY DEE LOFLIN

Bernie Parents as Teachers Program Receives Grant

Dexter, Missouri - Through the Walmart Community Grant Program, Dexter Walmart
recently awarded the Bernie Parents as Teachers program with a $500 grant.

A large portion of these funds will go towards purchasing children’s books that will be
given away during each home visit.

The Bernie PAT program strives to help build home libraries and encourage a love for
reading between parents and their children.

Matt Looney, Dexter Walmart manager, is shown presenting the check to Bernie’s Parent
Educators, Courtney McGarity and Casey Arnold. 
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Meat Sale
JUNE 30TH 2019 BY DEE LOFLIN

American Legion Supporting Veterans with BBQ Meat Sale

Dexter, Missouri - The American Legion in Dexter will host a BBQ Cook/Meat Sale on
Wednesday, July 3, 2019 at the Dexter American Legion Building located at the corner of
W. Oak St. and Elder St.

You may pick-up BBQ items from Noon - 5:30 p.m.  A box lunch style BBQ sandwich
with chips, and water for only $5.00  If you are a Veteran you may stop by and get your
FREE box lunch.

You can also pre-order Boston Butts $30, Pulled Pork $35 and Whole BBQ Chicken $15.

Email or call James Kaufman at 573-820-1706 or dexsotl@gmail.com

Veterans supporting veterans who serve our great country!
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27th Annual 4th of July Patriotic Parade for Kids
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27th Annual 4th of July Patriotic Parade for Kids

Dexter, Missouri - The 27th Annual Fourth of July Patriotic Parade for Kids will be held
on Thursday, July 4th at 10:00 a.m.  This annual parade will begin at the corner of Elm
and Vine streets in downtown Dexter.

The youngsters guided by Uncle Sam aka Mayor Banken will gather on the steps of the
U.S. Post Office on Stoddard Street to salute the American Flag with the Pledge of
Allegiance.  They will sing a few patriotic songs and pose for those everlasting photos.

The parade will follow its traditional route down Elm Street to Stoddard Street with kids
on bicycles, tricycles, wagons, scooters, golf carts, on foot or in strollers.   You may even
see a few patriotic dogs in the parade.

The parade will get moving again, east down Stoddard Street to Poplar Street, where it
will turn south at the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) back to Vine Street and
turn west returning to the Bankens' front yard where they will be treated to lemonade and
a small snack.
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The "just for kids" parade was started by Janice Barney, Lisa Greer and Jean Rahm.  The
parade leadership has passed to a new generation, as Kristina and Jason Banken, now host
the holiday parade each year.  The Banken family began hosting the parade 12 years ago,
and have continued to build upon the Independence Day tradition.

Children are invited to participate.  They may walk or bring their bikes and other means
of transportation for the parade.  Parking will be available for grown-ups in the city
parking lot on Vine Street across from the Dexter Municipal Building
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Kenady-Hanks Post #59 Semi-Annual Fishing Day for Veterans
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Bloomfield, Missouri - The Kenady-Hanks American Legion Post #59, their Auxiliary
and the Missouri Department of Conservation held their semi-annual Veterans Fishing
Day on Friday, May 31, 2019 at the Missouri Veterans Cemetery in Bloomfield.

More than 50 veterans enjoyed a beautiful morning fishing with more than 100 people
attending the fish fry at noon.

The Kenady-Hanks American Legion Post #59 hosts two Veteran Fishing Days.  One in
the spring and one in the fall in October. 

Other volunteers who make this event possible are the Missouri Veterans Cemetery,
Missouri State Veterans Home, Missouri Department of Conservation, and the American
Legion Ladies Auxiliary.  Without the tremendous help from these volunteers, this event
would not be successful.

If you would like more information about the bi-annual fishing day or if you are interested
in joining the American Legion please join them for their monthly meetings beginning at
6:00 p.m. each first Thursday of the month.  They also host a DANCE on Monday
evenings!!!
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Bloomfield Named Purple Heart City

Bloomfield, Missouri - The city of Bloomfield was recently named a Purple Heart City
after months of efforts by Bloomfield City Clerk Kari Standley.

"She was instrumental in this endeavor to make Bloomfield a Purple Heart City,"
commented Bloomfield Mayor Bill Aslin. "I commend her for her actions and I am
grateful she took this upon herself to do for our community."

Aslin signed the Proclamation on Monday, May 20, 2019 at the monthly city council
meeting.  On hand were Purple Heart recipients and members of the community to honor
them. As well as other local veterans including the Stoddard County Honor Guard and
representatives of the Region 2 Military Order of the Purple Heart.

The Purple Heart is the oldest military award in the United States.  In 1782, George
Washington needed a way to quell the talk of a rebellion at the end of the Revolutionary
War.  Moral was low and they were starving.  He was afraid of a mutiny so he created the
Badge of Military Merit to recognize heroic acts by his troops. No one knows home many
received this award and it later lapsed after the war for many years.  It was in 1932 on
Washington's 200th birthday, the modern medal featuring a profile image of Washington
was created for soldiers.  

The award was made retroactive - WWI soldiers who had earned certain awards could
apply for the Purple Heart.  Today many have earned the medal and we thank them for
their service and sacrifice.

"I really wanted to do this for our community," stated Kari Standley.  "We have a lot of
military history here and I wanted them to know that we appreciate their sacrifices.  We
will eventually get a few signs as you enter Bloomfield to visually thank those who were
battle wounded and stand as a thank you for their service.  It's definitely a sign of respect
and gratitude!"
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One of Standley's goals is to get everyone on board in Stoddard County and all the towns
to become Purple Heart cities.

Bryce Lockwood, Chaplain of Chapter 621 Missouri Military Order of the Purple Heart
from Springfield, Missouri, explained that the medal is given to members of the U.S.
military who have been wounded or killed in action during wartime.

Also in attendance was John D. Dismer, Region 2 Commander of the Military Order of
the Purple Heart. "I am proud that Bloomfield has become a Purple Heart city.  The sign
will acknowledge that the city supports and honors all veterans."

Dismer explained that Bloomfield will have the opportunity to purchase road signs
identifying the town as a Purple Heart City and they will be placed at near the city limits
on the north and south in the beginning.  They may try to purchase a couple more for
other county roads leading into the city.

"I am truly honored to read and sign this proclamation tonight," continued Aslin.  "My
dad was in the Navy and my Uncle was in the Air Force.  It's a privilege and honor for the
city of Bloomfield to be designated a Purple Heart City."

Purple Heart City of Bloomfield Proclamation signed May 20, 2019

"Whereas the City of Bloomfield, Missouri and our Community have a great admiration
and the utmost gratitude for all of the men and women who have selflessly served their
country and this community in the Armed Forces; and

Whereas veterans have paid the high price of freedom by leaving their families and
communities and placing themselves in harm's way for the good fall; and

Whereas the contributions and sacrifices of the men and women who served in the Armed
Forces have been vital in maintaining the freedoms and way of life enjoyed by our
citizens' and

Whereas citizens of our country have received the Purple Heart Medal as a result of being
wounded while engaged in combat with an enemy force, construed as a singularly
meritorious act of essential served; and

Whereas the City of Bloomfield, Missouri seeks to remember and recognize those who
are recipients of the Purple Heart Medal.

Now, therefore, I Bill Aslin, Mayor of the city of Bloomfield, Missouri, do hereby declare
the city of Bloomfield to be a Purple Heart City honoring the service and sacrifice of our



nation's men and women in uniform, wounded or killed by the enemy while serving to
protect our freedoms.

Pictured: Purple Heart recipients present for the proclamation of Bloomfield as a Purple
Heart City include, from left: Terry Hood, U.S. Army, Charles Hedspeth, U.S. Army,
Bryce Lockwood, U.S. Marines, John Dismer, U.S. Army; Dallas Buchanan, U.S. Army,
David Wilson, U.S. Army, and David McClellan, U.S. Army.
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