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Psalm 72:12-14

During hard seasons or times of disaster—whether natural or man-made, national or local—we
are called to show kindness. True compassion tries to understand people’s pain, but it also
provides practical help. So, how we can express care and concern for others?

First, remember we have the wonderful privilege of prayer anytime, anywhere. As soon as word
of a tragedy reaches you, lift up the victims, rescue workers, and others involved. Let the Holy
Spirit guide you in petitioning God for protection, provision, comfort, awareness of His
presence, and whatever else He deems fitting (Rom. 8:26).

Second, labor and donations of money, food, clothing, or household goods are usually high
priority. So donations of time and resources are helpful (after wisely consulting trusted sources
about what’s needed). You also can express compassion with words of comfort, a warm
embrace, or a listening ear. Through this kind of love, the world will recognize the true
Light—Jesus Christ, who brings good news, binds up the brokenhearted, and comforts all who
mourn (Isa. 61:1-2).

We should notice the needs around us and reach out with Christ’s love. Ask the Holy Spirit to
reveal ways to pray for those around you. Your concern can have a profound impact.
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